SOME DATA
ON THE
EARLY SETTLEMENT
OF

THE GRAMPIAN HILLS
COMMUNITY

Written by Cora Walker at Clear Haven during 1961

“I hope those who read these memories
will be charitable in passing criticism
as | lay no claim to being an author or historian.”
Page 23
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Cora Walker (undated photo)

Cora Esther Walker was a daughter of Alfred Nelson
and Rebecca (Wall) Walker, she was born April 13, 1876, in
Indiana County. By 1880 the family had moved to a farm in
Penn Twp. Clearfield County.

She was a member of the Society of Friends, when
she died on 22 Feb 1971, she was the oldest member. Cora
was also a charter member of Penn Grange of Grampian,
which she joined in 1893. She was also a Golden Sheaf
Member.



SUME DATA ON THE EARLY SETTLEMENT OF THE GRAMPIAN HILLS COMMUNITY

In 183k, Penn Township was taken from Pike Townahip.

Joe foona, a sheriff from Washington D C.; Induced Ir, Coleman to come
frem Williamsport in 1H01. He brousht four slaves with him. These were
the only slaves ever owned in Clearfield County. Roone owned a large tract
of laznd around about Orampian which he deeded to D, Coleman who was the
flrat doctor in Clearfield County.

He was of the Cathelic Faith and donated a poodly number of acres to
thn churchs. A church was built and there was a cemetery nearby. It was
“ezated off the Walltown Road, perhaps a mile or more from frampian. At
that time tha town was Pemnville. Dr. Coleman thought the hills around
vere similar to his native hills of Scotland so he named the place Orampisn
Hills., That was the name of the postoffice for many yoars.

When the rallroad was extended to ths bown it was thought best that the
postoffice and station have the same name so tha "Hilla" rwas dropped from
the name and Pennville became only a memory.

Ire Coleman was buried on the farm of the late Col. James Miller, which
he formerly owned. Tn 1887 the doctors of Clsarfiel ' County erected a
nomument to mark his grave. There was a large number of people attended the
unvelling., After the ceremomy they went to the town hall and there were
speeches.

The Grampian Band was on hand. I attended the ceremony and was eleven
years of age at that time. Frank Henry of Floom Township also attended the
ceremony. He later told that Dr, Coleman gave a lanee to his grandfather,

who was John Henry, who later gawve it to Dre Carrier.
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Fathor Gheridan was tha first priest I remember. He used to drive up
from Clearfisld with his horse and busgy. There was a stable nearby for his
nzrzz. A church was built and thare wes a cemetery. The church in later
Fecra was tora down and a new brick church was built in Grampian, alsc a
meclory. The stone steps at the church were cut from stone at Bilger's
Rocls. My father hauldd them. Our house was formerly the home of the priest
bafore the rectory was built.

Tha early settlers 1like the people of old when they came to & nmew land.

billt places of worship. The Quakers were among the picneers. They first
hald meatings at the home of James Moore who lived in a log house in 1811.
In 182L a log meeting house was built on the hill where the cemstery is located,
ra land donated by Nathan and Ann Moore. They alao donated land for the
cemetery. The meeting house was destroyed by fire in 18L7 and later rebuilt.
The present meeting house was built in 1901 in “rampian.

The lethodist Church was located on Main Street near the center of towm.

%t was sold and converted into a hardware store with apartments on the seocond
floor. Stanley Oreutt kept the store for a time; later A. T. Bears and the
ilast owner was Gates of Curwensville. It 15 closed now and no one lives
there-. They also sold grocéries at this store.

A new church was built on Sixth Street. The Methodist Parsonage was at
Lumbar City for many years and later moved to “ramplan as it was thought te
e a more central location, There was onee a hall in Hepburnia with a
ckating rink on the first floor. The second floor was used for meetings of
difforent kinds of church services befors the church was built.

The Church of fod wag built in the Hepburnia area, Rev. Yone, pastor.

I might add that some of the lumber from the old school om the hill im
Orarpian was used in the construction of the church. A new church will be

built a mile or s¢ from Crampian on land domated by the Nolder family.
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SCHOOLS

There was once a school house near the Warner Wall farm.

My grandfather, Jonathan Wall, once taught the Spencer Hill School
in 1845. In early days tha school board examined tha teachers end wrote out
a certificate on & slip of paper signed by the secretary and president of
the board. I have my grandfather's certificate, dated 18Lk4. I think the
teachers were paid about $20.00 a menth and boarded around with the parents
of the pupila.

The first school 1 attended was located on a hill overlooking the town
which at that time wes Pennville, Tt was built during the Civil War days
when Abraham Lincoln was president. My mother also attended that school when
ghe was a gmall girl and the school house was new. My mother remembared a
story the teacher once told the pupils when she made a speech. GShe (the
teacher) was a Southern sympathizer and berated Abraham Lincoln and said "he
cught to be bhung by the heels and brimstone put wnder his nose.”

Other members of our family alsc atiended. OUrampian waos not then a
borough and pupils from the township also attended. Perhaps there were
around one hundred pupils for one teacher. In those days some of the
teachers taught by the "tune of the hickory stlck,"”

I remember how some of the older boys were stood up in front of the room
and beaten umercifully. Some of us youngsters were so frightened we got
down inder our seats. My oldest brother was one of the boys. I don't re-
member what thay had done. In those days pupils furnished their own books
mnd wrate on slates with slate pencils. The county superintendent examined
tha teachers and if they ceuld pass the examination of the common branches,
thay were eligibls to teach. Later teachers were required to have a higher

education.
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Young peopls whe went to high school traveled by train and paid thedr
own trensportatioh. When the old school house had served its time the
borough built a new two story, four room school house on Sixth Street eppo-
site the church, The Methedist congregation has recently bought the aschocl
house and may c.nmrart it into a parsonage. A boy who used to attend the
schoel beught the bell for ome hundred dollars, showing evidance of what
fond memories some cherish of thedir ‘school days. The township built a
school house at the wpper end of town. Tt wes named Spruce frove. It was
goon too small so another building was built. This one was called a
Grammer Schools

The older schools of the township were Spencer Hill, locatad in the
Hepburnia area and Porter, on the Lumber City road. These were closed years
agos Dthars in the township were twe in Hepburnis and ens at Stromach, Bell
Fun and Fair View, These were all closad when the new Grampian-Penn Elementary
School was built, Scme of the bulldings were torn downj othars badly damaged
by jwvenile delinquents.

There used to be a summer school held in the old town hall. It was a
subscription schoocl and theose who attended paid tuition. They accepted all
grades. Winfield Luthar of Luthersburg was cne of the teachers. A. A.

Delarme was also a teacher in the old school house on the hill. He was my
first teacher. He later became a minister.

Reuben P. lester and Dallas Muppy later taught summer school in the
boreugh schocl budldinge Four of the teachers to whom I went to school were
regidents of Penn Township and were born and grew up there - T. Emlyn Moore
was the oldest an¢ he taught me in the c¢ld scheel in the hill where there
were s0 many pupils., His wife Nora used to help out and she would hear classes

in the beek of the room. She was not hired but veolunteered.
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Reuben P. Nester, Te L. Wall snd Blanche Miller Padberg were others.

We had a number of drills uwnder the leadership of Miss Miller which we gave
at Teachers Institute in the old édpera house in Curwinsville, with her father
Col. James Miller giving command. We also gave one of the drills at Lumber
City at a teachera institute, Clara Mcore Norris accompanied on the pianc
with flarch music.

I naver went to high school or even passed the eighth grade as we did
not have the grades in my time! We just gquit schocl when we thought we had
ancugh or, as many went to normal scheel in preparation for some voacation,
were given a report card at the close of school. Of course, we had a menthly
review and Mrs. Padberg is the only ona of my teachers still living. She is
also an artist and spends her spare time in painting and making cartoons.
Some call her the Crandma Moses of Clesarfield County.

Some of the older citizens whe were interested in the schools used to
coma to visit and thay were always invited to zive a talk. Thers was Billy
Johnson who in his talk would keep repeating "my young friends" so some of
the boys would get their slates and pencils and keep tally as to how many
times he said it - perhaps that was as much as they got out of his talk.

One time when Elisha Davis wisited the school and since it was the custom
when school was out for the boys who had sleds to odast down the hill, Tncle
Elisha thought he would demonstrate good sportsmanship so he got a rail from
a fence nearby and coasted down the hill. I hardly think it was a "joy ride,”
but he landed safely. I doubt if he took the rail back and put it where he
pot it.

In olden times folks were not so germ conscience. A pail of water and
dipper were used and sometimes during scheoel hours womeone, in order to break

the monotony, would ask to pass the water. Anyone who wanted a drink drank
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froem the same dipper and lived to tell the story. Ve did not have the
vaceination law at that time and I was mever vaccinated.

Adventures of Youth = As one reads in the press of some of the adventures
of youth, it recalls seme of the things that happened in my time. It scems
to be natural to explore and to dream dreams of a differemt way of life and
to try to find a way of making that dream come true, In my younger days in
the cld school on the hill, four of the older boys conceived the idea of going
to Florida ond maldng & living picking oranpes. Parhaps thess boys were aboul
fiftean years old. They must have had this thought in mind for quita some
time. My brother Harry was one of the boys. One was our Uncle Ha:rri:.ﬂ&ll:
the others, VHillism Helper and William Courtney. William Courtney lived
with Willien Johnaon a rabher prominent men of his day. His home was located
where J. Fs Fowles had his news stand. Johnason hed a safe in his home whars
he kept his money. The boys knew they would need money on the wenture they
were about to make, so Courtney would take some from the safe from time to
time until he had arownd %15.00. This he divided among his friends. It seoms
they had planned to teke off during the night, but when brothsr Harry got up
on the night plonned, Mother heard him and asked him what was the matter, so
he went back to bed. Then they tried another way. This time they left from
school. Beb it seoms someone was im on ths secret a2nd told William Helperfs
father so Mrs Helper got on his horse and started in pursuit of the boys.

He overtoock them om the road to Curwensville - that wos the cold dirt road -
it was wintertime snd there was snow on the ground. 8o he pursuaded them to
go back home, The boyvs did not want to be caught with the money, so Harry
hid his under a laurel bush. Helper herded the boys to his home and they did
not put up resistance. Another boy threw away his money. Mr. Halper notified

the parents of the boys and thay had a conferemce at his home and they persuvadsc
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the boys to give up this venture. Harry told his father what he had done with
his money so father took him back to where he had hid the money. The money was
given back to the rightful ownar.

T have often wondered how this venture would hava turnad out had it not
been nipped in ths bud. They had teken the map of Florida from their gecgraphy.
Automobilas wers not on the road so no hitch-hiking

INDUSTRY

Farming, mining, bricklaying and lumbering.......

of course farming has always been the basis of industry. It has been
said of tho sarly settlers who came here when there was so much virgin timber
that much fine timber was burned up in clearing the land as land was what
they wanted in order to grow crops. The hemlock logs were peeled and the bark
hauled to the tannery at Curwensville. My fathor hauled many a loada

Later timber was hauled to Lumber City and made inteo rafts and floated down
the river to market when the sprine floods ceme. Than there was the log drive
There were a number of saw mills in the community. Jerry Moore, one of the
oldar residents, had ene of the first. One at Vialltown operated by Thomas Wall,
St.; one at Hepburnia operated by P. J. Spencer and brother, W. f. Spencer.
Thomas Stroncah, an Englishman, alse had one. He and his desughter, Belle, lived
in the commmnity that bears his name. The Harbison-Walker Brick Co. and the
achool, also the villape that was built for the workers. The brick company
was quite an asset to the commmity in furnishin- employment for a large number
of workers, TFire clay and eoal wers hauled over a tromroad in cars drasm by
moles, The brick plant is mo longer there, perhaps for various reasons. Tho
fire elay may have played out

Mines were opened up about the town and a mumbar of housecs were built foo

miners who came to work in the mines. Many were of foreign descent. The
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place wes called Jacksonville as the man who cponod up tho mine was named
Jackson, 1 think bo csme from Philadelphis, Another mine was eponod on Lhe
fam of Josoph Davis and a number of housea built. This place was callad
Balfast, The coal was shipped by rail,

The placo woa saddened by a tragedy. I think 1t wos the oaly murder aver
aoemittod In this vicinity. The blackamith's gon wana adnging a song that went
1like thias, "Coon, Coon, Coon, I wish my c¢olor would fade mnd, Coen, Ceom, Cocn,
I want a differond shade." A colored man who lived in a shanty and worked in
tho mine took it as mn insult, so he shot and kKilled the boy's father who was
a Mr. fussell (no relation to the Russolls vho lived horo). The colered man
rade his oscrpo and wap never apprehanded,

Howard M™ama was anoth-r coal operator in the vicinity. He opened a com-
pany atore knowm as the Orampian Sepply Company. It was in the store of "Lide®
Sponcer and J, C. Scomman was the manager. Ther were minos on the D. D Miller
farm and coal shipped by rail. Thers was 2 tipole near the trmck loading to
Wlfast mines, There were other smaller minea that supplied 'he lecal trede.

In sarly days there was a sheook shop for the maldng of barrel staves.

Blwood Wall had a dbrick kiln on his farm. Tho bricks used in building
his house were made there.

Thare wora othor industries such aa cidar proesses. The firat ono 1 re-
mombor was on the farm of Nowt Proeman who lived where Richie Parwell now lives.
It was run by horso power. Walter Doughman had a oidor press also a planing
nill. A. 7. Beors had a cider press.

Then thore waas the Village ™lacksmith, The first one 1 romonber was

Miko Lightoer who had a shop on the comér where ?ME'I ﬂ'l:{:-ﬂlg
He lived in the house where Ceorpe Mobley liwes. had a
shop forther uptown noar where Orvis Addleman now lives. Frank Hamilten wos
a blacksmith and had the shop before Gooree Rafferty at the same locaticn,
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When one thinks of the places of business Crampian once had that are not
here anymore it might be called a "ghost tosm". Thern were licensed hotol =
the first ome wos the Nrampian House, Mort Flymn the proprietor. It was
located where the Orange and Community Building is now. George McMullen,
Fred Smith and Frank Orcutt were other proprietors. Orcutts hod & livery
gtabla. Théir son Earmest had charge of the stable. It was located where
Ed Back now m.al:e.m garden. Levi Raffarty had a livery stable. Other hotels
were the [berdeen at the lower end of fown near Zipf's Store. Lewis Woods
had it built and was the first owmer. The two proprieters I remember were
Moosebarger and Smith. When it wos no lonser ocoupled it was declared a fire
hazard =nd was torn down. When prohibition came in the hotels lost their
cherme The other hotel was located where the Post Office now stands.
William Tiyan was the proprietor. It was destroyed by fire when the whole
block bwrnad. The town hall, the store of William McDemald. [ picture house
operated by Truman Davis was called "nicholodeon™. The town hall housed the
first free librery in Clearfisld Comnty. It wos owned by & group of local
eitizens and w=s used for various meetings such a s Teachers and Farmers
Institutes. It had a niee stape with severazl curtains showing different
scenes,

The Literary Society, the first in the county, put on many fine programs
that were hoth entertaining and instructive. The young folks enjoyed meeting
for practice an¢ entertainment. The Grange met there for sometime, The
Good Templer Lodge was an erganization held by the older citizens for social
bettorment. S Constitution and By-Laws wos found in grandfather's desk. It
was dated 1BL1, Then there was Fﬁ‘: whare topics of the day amd other
pubjects of on educational nature were considered and many fine papers written.

These were all destroved along with the library. I remember hearing grondfather
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and other: of the older citizens spemk of these things. There wos a P 0. S.
of . Todge end W, Cs T« U, Theae died a naturcl death for lack of interest
a3 perhaps the younger generation did not scem to think it worthwhile, but we
hope 8 ome of the seed sowm may bear fruit. OCrampian voted dry when it was an
issue to be voted on. Penn Township voted dry once but on the second time it
lost to the wets, So there is ona wet spot in Ponn Township. The old Mason
(s Bloom house was once a tavern. It was operated by Greely /nderson, later
by Samusl Hepburn. Bryan Taylor had a restsurant there snd at one time sold
beer. The Postoffice was locsted there while Bloom was there under a
Democratic administration. The house nearby was the home of Oideon P.
Doughman who was Post Master wnder a Republican administration. Peopls from
Bloom Tosmship gobr their mail from the Grampian Hills Post Office. They

came perhaps but once a week unless they hod othar errands. Then we got
Rurs1 Free Delivery. Thet was startod during horse snd buggy days. The

roads were nobt improved at that time, There were two routes - Edwin i
Spencer and Wilmot Well were the first carriers, Spencer served wntil his
retirement. On the other route the later cerriers were Luther Mills, Harry
Russell , Ad Weods and Walter Bensall. FRe F. De was brought about through
the efforts of the Orange at large,

Grampian formerly had several stores. The E. 4 Spancer Store was located
ot the commer where the Honmor Rell stands. It was a three-story building
with 2 hell on the third floer. The hall wos used for different things. The
Gran~e met there for a time, dances, etcera, Yhen grandf ther laft the
farm, he kept store in Ponnville. That was memy years before my time. I do
not even know where it weas located es the building was no longer in exdstance.
There are & numbar of houses in “rampian more than one hundred years eold but
they have been kept in good repair and remodeled so that if their former owners
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were to retum they would not recognize their old homes.

Gecrge Te Underwood, a farmer resident, once published a paper ealled,
"The Permville Monitor" in 1891, which later became "The Clearfield Progress,"
He had his printing press on the third floor of the Spencer Store. He alsc
taught school then later moved te Clearfield.

Le HeDonald snd sem William had a store where the Pogt Office is locatad.
It was destroyed by fire at the time the whole block burned. .[lex MeOrath
had 2 store where the Rit Worts Sarber Shop and residence is located. It
wes a three-story building with a lodge reom on the second fleer. The Grange
used to meet there. It was destroved by fire along with the plumbing shop of
Clyde Hepburn. 0.9 Wood had a store thet later became the John Zipf stors.
It is now the property of Renald Spencer who uses it for a storage room.
Rafferty Borthers had a store for many years. ..fter the death of John, his
nephew Tom carried on for a time but it is now clesed. I. s Norris had a
store en the first floor of the town hall, Later Poser took over and he was
the owner when the hall burned. OCeorgze Shapiro had a clothing store in what
is now the Torough Puilding, where the fire equipment is now housed. The fire
company is called the Dranpian-PE%ntﬁ?mip Fire Company. Howard Wriglesworth
once had a store where Ronald Spencer has a hardware store. It was destroyed
by fire. 'lliam Derrick had a store thet was located whare the old towm hall
once stood. His son-in-=law, William Wolder, hed 2 store in a room on the
first floor. He sold mostly green grocaries, Later .rchie Moyer kept the
store, There wog an apartment on the second floor, and two en the first. A
restourant was kept in the store room, but it is all closed now and no one
lives there. Etta Moore sold millinery and Oramplsn once had a 5 and 10¢
Store coperzted by Jenny Davis. feorge Woods had a clothing store znd 2

rogtaurent (he also sold furniture). March Woods had a jewelry anc repoir shop.
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PROFESSTONS

The twen could boast of having had four doctors and two undertekers = 1
don't know how well they co-operated. 0Dre Currier was tha first doctor I
remamber. He had a drugstore. Dre. Miller ceme later. They both procticed
as long as they lived. They trawveled by horse and buggy and made many trips
into the country over muddy roads and through smow drifts. Jmong my grand-
fatherts papers there was a bill from Dr. Miller, who attended him in his last
jllness. He charged 50¢ a call and brought his own medicine.

Ir. Nowles and Dr. Shaffer both began practice in Grampian but later moved
to Clearfisld, Dr. Shaffer is still practicing in Clearfield

Doctors Ross and Fetzer of Lumber City both practiced in the Grampian Hills
commmity, [r, Ross was my grandfather Well's family doctor. DUr. Ross is
the grandfehter of our own Judge Pentz of Clearfield.

Ther: were two undertakers - [brom loore ond lewis Welty. .[bram Moore wos
a babinot maker and made some of his owm cnskets. His daughters helped to
line and trim them. His shop was near his home, which was formerly the heme
of Renald Spencer and J. L. Cleaver, /mong grendfather's old papers wes a
bill for $85.00 for the burdal of his wife Mary Newpher Wall.

Grampian had no dentist but if you gzobt the toothache and it was necessary
to pull it, Dectors Currier and Miller would pull them and "ouch" did it hurt}

Grampizn had a band that we had mood reason to feel proud of. It was or-
ganized at Walltown with a Mr. Davis of Mahaffey as leader. Later Walter
Doughman of Crampian took over the leadership for mere thom Fifty years.
They wont places and won prizess Four of the Doughman family played in the
band ond later two of the grandsons. The Gus Chelgren family could boast of
eipht members of the family playing in the band - the fathar and seven sonsj
Jamss Mourey snd sens Frank, Charles and .1; the Guy Woodle family with fathar

and thrse sons, Harry, Carl and Ralph.
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then the band was fifty years old, they hed 2 reunion in the Nrampisn Park
and many former members and friends attended. The band turned out and furndshed
music on many occaslons and gave concerts on Oreutt's lawm. They were always
on hand on Memorial Day and headed the parade toc the cemetery. Memorial Day
was observed very differently than it is today. There would be a meeting in
the old Methodist Church with speakers. The Civil War Veterans had charge
of the program. Many children with wreaths and bougquets of flowers would form
In line and mareh to the cemotary, headed by a marshal to keep them in line.

I remember one time Blanche (Miller) Padberg was dressed as the Noddess of
Liberty onc escorted by the Village "lacksmith, who at that time wnas Charles
Hall. They led the children through the cemetery and strewed the flowers on
the soldiers'! graves. The Civil Wor Veterans ns I remember them were: Col
James Miller, William Freeman, /dam Murphy, .Jlex McDonald, John Goss, l.
Helsen Welker, John Guiher, John Brink, Gideon P. Noughman, Ce le Wood of
Aloom Township, and Joa Henry. .fter the Civil War Veterans passed on, or
wars n?t able to carry on, the Pu 0. S. of j. took over and later the /mericen
Legion, who now have charge of the sbaervance.

Bamy young man in the community served in the /rmed Forces through the
yoearas fraom the time of thoe Revelution, on< we would pay tribute, not forgetting
w2 2lso had Horoos of Pence that kopt tho "home fires burning” and hove worked
for the cause of peace by using their influence to educate that war is not
the answer.

ELECTRIC LIGHTS

The first elsctricity used in Grompian was generated in the plant of

Truman Davis. It was loecated on the lot vhere Jack Miller now lives. It was

later taken over by the Pennsylvania Electric Company.
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MISCELLANEOUS DLTL

The first weather bureau in Clearfisld County was conducted by Ellsha
Fenten who wns a prominent man in his day., He established the first newspaper
the "Pennville Herald", the first newspaper in Clearfield Cownty. In 1621
he moved to s part of Dr. Colemon's farm near Crampian. He planted a row of
apple trees along the road. Thess trees were later on the fnrm of Nelson
Walker, Vhen the hishway was bullt the trees were gyt down.

Orampion once had two fairs, One was a County Falr which was held on a
plot of ground cverlocking the toun near the old schocl house that was built
in Civil Vlar days. It was in charge of the Cownty [gricultural Society.

That wos more than sixty-five years ago. The other was a Juvenile Fair,

The only ever held in Clearfield County. Dore Helper amd Rose Wachter, both
school tenchers, concieved the idea of a Juvenile Fair and effected an orgmn-
ization in 191, Rush Scott was president. It was held for a number of years
at Spruce Grove. The exhibits were first displayed in the school housasy
later a pevilion was built, a band stond ond booths. The ground was purchased
through tho sale of stock and momey wos raised in various ways. It waa a
cormmity center for meny gatherings, such as picnics, rewnions, dances, etce-
¥ilmot Wall and Theodore Kine had a merry-go=round that not only the children
enjoyed but some of the older folks nlsos

When the foir was no longer held the Crange took owver the property and
it was sold to the new Grampian-Penn Elamentary 3chool Jointure,

In reviewing the past thore are so many things thot come to my mind that
I eon enly mention briefly. thia people who used to live in our commumnity and
had a port in its aetivities.

There used to be some colored people Who lived where Jack Miller now lives.

They were the Jeorge Harthven family. There was cne Isane Cochron who lived
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in the Spencer Hill neighborhood. Onece whon T mentionad this at Grange
and said, "they scemed to have faded out" everyone laughed. I did not mean
they had become white but that they were no longer with us. BSome of these
colored pecple used to visit us and sat et our table for meals and we youngsters
thought no more of it than if they were white. OSo there wes no semrogaticn.

The Irish Sattlement - so named because of the pecple of Irish descent
who setteld there. 1In early days there were three Rafferty brothers named,
Pat, Tom and felix who came frem Ireland. Thoy settled in that community
and my prandfatber lived neighbors to them. His sister used to bake bread
for them. One day then they came for the bread it was not dome and they were
a bit dismayed and said, "thev thought the women had been lazy and the way
they fixed lazy women in Ireland was to give them a few kmockdowns in the
morming before breakfast." These brothsrs all =ot married and there are mamy
of thoir dascendants in the community. Otbers were the McKeosma, Danvers,
Quigleys, Flynns, Keenans. Hats off to the Irish, they were good friends and
nelighbors.

My great-grandfather, who was Jehathan Well, Sr., cama to Penn Toemship
in 1871 and lived on tha Joe Hoone farm where grampian is now located. He
later bought and cleared the ¥nob Farm and paid for it 575 bushels of wheat,
This was later the farm of Elisha Davis. It is now the property of Clair
Wriglasworth. It has been a landmark in Clearfield County for memy years
and is considered the highest elevation in the county, being 2200 feet abdwe
sea level,

My story would not be complets without some mention being made of the
Joseph Davis Sugar Camp which was quite an interesting factor in 1ts day.

The camp was located back over a hill where there were many sugar maple trees,

There was a boiler house with a large brick ovem over which was placed a large
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pan for boiling the sap. When it was boilad down to the proper consistency,
it was taken to another bullding used as a ¥itchen for finishing into syrup
and sugare This was the women's job. The sap was cellected and hauled in
barrels on a sled drasm by horses. The barrels were rollaed up on a skidway
and siphoned into the pan. The place attracted many visitors, especially on
Sunday afterncons. The syrup sold for 51,00 a gallon and the sugar 5 and 104
a cakes %hen the season was over, the buckets were washed and stored umtil
the next season. I helped ence @ ma gty ap—and—tarar,  This was once

the property of my grandfather Jonathan Wall, He made some syrup but on a
smaller scale. He boiled in kettlea. This was before my time. I might add
that this farm was where my mother was born. Vhen the preoject was discontinued,
Truman Davis put in a sawmill and cut the timber, soc the sugar camp became
mly a "swect memory."

In recalling things of the past, many things come to my mind. It seemed
to ma there was more neighborliness snd combined work and play such as corn
huskings, barmm ralsings, log rolling and even apole cutting. Almost every
farm had a dry house or smoke house for drying apples and smolcing meat. In
all these things there was zlways & big meal which the farmers' wives lmew so
well how to prepare and there was always plenty of halp.

Then there was the cowntry wedding. /After dimner it was the custom to
go for a buggy ride and that was the wedding trip. A1l those who had a horse
and buggy Joined in.

Therz weare some things that come to my mind that should have been written
in their proper place. It would seem that Orampian might ba called a "Ehﬂﬂt-.
tenm" when we think of the things that once existed that are mo loneer there,
and yet we call this an age of progress and rightly so. I think with the

comine of the automebile, the improved roads, electric aprnliances and modern
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conveniences the economic situation has changed.

Before the train came to Orampian, some one drove to Curwensvills with
a horse and bugpy and brought the mail to the Post Office. After we had the
train service a man, whom I recall as Adam Murphy, met the train with a twom
wheeled cart and brought the mail bags to tha Post Office. Erma Moore, a
young girl who lived at Stronach, would come by train and carry the mail te
the Harblson<ialker Brick Flant. Thero was a flag statlon at Stronach.

GRIST MILLS

Jarry Moore had tha first grist mill. It had stone burrs for grinding.
One of the burrs may be seen at the home of tha late Ralph Moore. When he
budlt & stone springhouse, he had the burr placed in the side of the spring-
house, It can be seen from the road.

The other griast mill at the lower end of town was once destroyed by flre,
The Ellis Kester was one of the millers. Urant and William Wood once ownad
and cperated the mill, alsc Wilmot Wall sand son Earl. The Nelsons of
I:luﬁnia;, later Mra. Shimmel, were tho last owners, but as far as I lmow it is
not in operation at present.

The first rural telephone of which I remember was & private lins between
Joseph and Elisha Davis. They built it themselves and it had no connection
with amy other lines.

Later thepa was the Farmers' Fursl Telephone with the exchange in
Hepburnia. It was extended into Floom Tosmship, Penn and Nrempian. It wea
in operation for = number of years and then taken over by the Bell System,

There woere two ball prounds. One on the William Russell farm. One
time as a WPL project it was praded at considerable expense to make it better
fitted. The other one was on what was called Viney's Hill - so named because
Goerge MeDonald pastured their cow there and Mrs. Mclenald's name was Viney,

and as one fellow put it, "she bessed the wild strawberries that grew there,”
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78 wa tvrm back the pages of yesteryear it is like a panarama as pletures
of the past come before us. We used te go for chestnuts which were plentiful
at that tima. We alao enjoyed eating thom, espoeially when boiled or roasted.
Some years ago 2 blight struck and killed them so they are no more.

In my carly years people let their livestock have free range and go whare
they pleased. People had fences, moatly rail. Railsplitting was ona of
the things that was done. I think Abraham Lincoeln was once called a "rail
splitter." There were alac some stump fences.

Then there were the peddlers, mostly Jewish, whe used to travel on foot
parrying a huge pack of merchandise on his bock. It was surprising how much
he could carry. We youngsters were alwnys interested to see him open his packs
Sometimos he would stop for a meal or stay over nights We entertained them
at timea. it that time there were no motels or road houses and hitchhilding
had not come into practica.

There were also the rag peddlers HF& collactad rags and old rﬂﬁhpr shoes
in exchange for tinware, ete. One time, when the rag peddlsr stopped, Mother
told us if we would gathar what rubber we could find, we might have whatever
he would give us for it. We sot busy and geve him what we could find. HE.
held tham uwp and guessed at the weight and tore off a row of pins and sald,
ow you need neither borrow or lend." How deo you think we kids felt? BSo
we lost faith in the rag peddler.

Hatural gas was found on the farm of William T. Thorpe in 1825. Tt is
being used at the Thorpe home but the line wos never extended further,

[t one time the railroad company planmed to extend their line to [IuFI-:-ia
and th: road was graded over through Hepburnia area and above Wall Town, but

was discontinued and never bullt.
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Tha "' where the train used to go to twn amd the track to the mines was
taken up years ago, so there is no service except some coel shipoing from
strip mining = and the old station is torn down,

I don"t want to forget thet Orampisn once had a lock-up for those who
broke the pesce.by petting too full of "0 "a Joyful." John Pentz was the
constable. If someone had more than he could carry, John ot his horse and
stoneboat and hauled them off to the lock=-up to scober up. On one occasion
a fellew had been placed in the lock-up, upon sobaring, Jdid not like his
quarters so he tore down the flue and made a hole large enough to crawl through.
He was discovarad high and dry on the roof and was rescued.

Then there was the illen Mclonald watering trough where "Dohbin" could
stop for refreshing and at no charge. There were plenty of hitching posts
but no parking meters.

Some forty yeara ago a Chataugua was held in Crampian. The tent was on
the lot where the ®achlier “arape is mow., There were also camp meetlings in
tents or in the pevilian. [ colored camp meetin~ wns once held in the build-
ing on the old Fair fMrounds on tha hill.

There was once a water line extending from the sprine that was at the
home of Jonathan Wall. He built the house thera. It was a fine spring of
flowinz water, The line was made of logs with holes through the center. It
was extended to near the center of towm and & number of residents got the
water, Ide McDonzld had a boring mechine and he bored the holes. It wos in
operation for o number of years but, eventually, the logs rotted and with the
building of the highway, it was torn up. The property was later owmed by
Hardman Heitzenrather. I don't remembar who was the owner when the water line
was built. It wes later the property of tha late Ralph Mcore, but the spring
is no longer what it formerly was dus to a stripping operation. 5o it was

through.
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A final thought about the Grange, a farmer's organization, which has
stood through a period of more than 85 years. It was organized in 1875.
Many changes have taken place since then, both in the type of meetings and
the personnel. As will be noted in this story, it was held in many different
halls and places. At one time it met in the Friends' Meeting House. From
tharea it moved to the borough building on the second floor where the P, 0. 5.
of As mot, There wers times in the past when they considered having a hall
of their own, but it seemed chesper to rent. Put finally it was decided to
buy a house and convert it into a meeting place they could call their owm.
J¢ a house was purchased and with considerable work amd expense. The house
waa located just below the Bachelier Garage along the highway. It was for-
merly the property of Lizzie Rafferty. The Grance seemed to grow and prosper
and there was a feeling that goes with having a home of your own. As time
wont on some were dreaming of a large place where they could entertain
Pomona Orange and other public meetings and to make it a community center.
as Gramplan had no such building - so many halls had been destroyed by fire.
A coemittee was appointed to plan such a venture. The coemittee included
ositizons outside the Grange membership. So today the bullding is there to
speak for itself and is kmown as the Penn fGrange and Commmity Cantra. Wa
hepe it is a domenstration of a commmity spirit that will help tc build
a higher manhood and a better womanhood, cme of the objects of the Grangess

FARMING

Tha first millman to deliver milk in frampian was James D. Wall., He
1ived on tha farm where Richie Farwell now lives, He had the milk in large
cans and moasured it out with a dipper to customers who brought their own
containers. He had a bell 1ike & teacher's schoolbell that he would ring as
he wont from house to house. Those wanting milk would come and get It when
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thoy hoard the bell. At first, it was a bot embarrassing to ring the
boll but it worked out and that was the Wt thing. He 4d not
1ike the idea of delivering milk on Sunday, so he made a dolivery on
Saturday evening. Aftar ho rotired, Seymour Kester sold milk for a
nurber of years and later the Sanitary M1k Company of Curwensville were
supnlying the trade. The first milk dealera sold raw milk but now it
is pastourized. Robinson Murphy - nicknomod "Ruboe" - a former Orampian
hn:.r‘wnrhnd for tho Sanitary Milk Company and deliverod the milk. Some-
how, wo like to see a familiar face.

Our uncle, Elisha Davis, made buttor for many yoars and delivered
it to Clearfield to his customa ra. 1H-=- drove & horse and buggy. Vhon
he retired and sold his farm he said, "It is a serious thing to give
up your life's worke™ He 4id not retire on a pensien or Soclel Se-
curity.

So many changos have taken place through the years. If a farmer
had boon told that scme day he would be pald for not growine crops, he
would hawve thought it was a "fairy tale" and the Soil Bank had not even
beon md of. 1In the olden timea formers had to work out their own
problema, but now there is the County Agent o Farm Pureav. We also
have the Home FBconomics leader sponsored by Penn State Undworsity.

Mre. Kearnoy was the first County Agent in our commmnity. I was asked

to assume the lesdership of the Home Economics Committee. Ye met some-
timos 4n the homes or Grange hall, We took up sewing, cooking, canning
by the cold=pack method, home fumishing, food values, otc., and the

uso of substitutes that we used during times of war - sugar was rationed
and wo were taught to use dfied fruits in cereal,

Thare wore various activitias m:mh as making suppli~s in case war

cae close to home, rolling bandages, ete,, that could be used for woumds.
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Wa are thankful we nover needad to use them and I doubt if anyona lmows
what becama of them.

frampian had a hatehery known as the Americon Chickery. It was
owned and operated by Clarence Neiser. He sold baby chicks and shipped
them over a large areay He bought and sold dressed poultry and also
raiscd turkays.

There were meat markets operated by Arthur Willisms, V. P. Deviss,
Levi flepburn and the present one is owned by 0. L. Chelgren. The
hutehers used to buy from the farmers and would go to the farms and do
their own butchering or the farmor would have it Aone and deliver it,
but I think they mcstly buy from whelesals dealers now.

George Kittlebarger of Curwensville, who had a meat market, nsed
to come into the area and do butchering.

Farmers used to send their young cattle to the moumtains to pasturc
for the summers There was a herder whe would po ercund =nd contect
those whe had cattle to send. Thay had_n metal tag put in the ear with
the name of the owmer.- Some of tha men, and bhoys, would so along to
drive the cattle, I went along once to drive the horse and bugzy for
the boyas to ride back home. It was a lonz walk and they were glad to
ride, The cattle got tired, too. Mr. Painter was the herder I remember
He lived in a camp on the mowmtain ,

People who had a spring usually had a spring house for keeping
milk and other foodstuff cool. They used to sell butter to the store
in exchange for groceries but now that is all done away with - creamsry

butter is the omly butter on the market. HNet everyone made sood butier
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fromplan used to have many shade troes but when  the highway was
widened smd a curb built, the trees were cut down. The place looked
bare for a time, but you have to get used to thinps in the line of
"Progress. "
“he George Woods building hos been torn down and & new postoffice

built in its place.

L feel I have written encuch as I did not start out to write a
book, but only en the sugrestion of a friend to jot down some things
ag I remembared them,

I hope those who read these memories will be charitable in passing
critism as I lay no claim to being sn author or historian.

I have been away from Teampisn for more than two years, so from
now on I will ba 1ike Will Ropora, "All T knowr will be what I read

in the paper," and that paper will be Clearfiesld's THE PROGRESS.

Written by Cora Walker at Clear Haven
during 1951





